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ture industrial communities where industrial concerns and
technological information have grown stale in men's taste
from long familiarity and conventional irksomeness; and
on the same ground working hours could profitably be
longer, so long as the work had not entirely lost its appeal t
to men's curiosity and its attraction as an unfolding of
workmanlike mastery. Diversions and dissipation extrane-
ous to their workday interests are not greatly required to
keep men in humor and out of nervous disorders so long as'
their workday occupation continues to hold their curiosity
and consequently their interested attention 5 and the loss of
appetite for information and of speculations on matter that
appeals so directly to men's curiosity as the range of ap-
plied science called the machine technology is in good part
due to fashion, and so requires to be propagated by imita-
tion and borne up by the introduction of some satisfactory
substitute interest j all of which takes time.
But in the nature of the case a substitute will eventually
be found* Any community that lives by commercialised in-
dustry necessarily comes under the paramount jurisdiction
of the price system, in all that touches its canons of pro-
priety; a partial and transient exception may be made in
favor of a religious or military hierarchical scheme of rank,
but such exception is only partial and likely to be transient,
at the same time that it does not traverse the award of the
price system at the point here in question. And the price
system quite unambiguously decides that no interest or
habitual frame of mind of such an overtly serviceable and
economical nature as this sentimental addiction to workman-
ship can long continue to be of good repute in a community